Evidence for elevated telomerase activity in small cell carcinoma of the bladder.
Telomerase activity was found to be elevated using a quantitative assay on snap-frozen protein extracts of exfoliated cells in urine and bladder washings and tumor tissue obtained from a male patient with small cell carcinoma of the bladder. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first demonstration of elevated values of telomerase activity in genitourinary small cell carcinoma and is in keeping with the findings in primary lung locations.